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CYCLONE SEROJA — RECOVERY GRANTS 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.07 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house about the severe tropical cyclone Seroja recovery grants. Applications are open and money is 
being distributed in communities. Severe tropical cyclone Seroja left a trail of destruction across the midwest, an 
area half the size of Victoria, and its impact will be felt for some time. The joint commonwealth–state funded 
$104.5 million cyclone Seroja recovery package is the largest in WA’s history. It includes four tailored reimbursement 
grant programs for small business owners, primary producers, property owners and heritage and cultural asset 
owners who have been directly impacted. 
The grants program is based on community recovery need. There are primary producer recovery grants of up to 
$25 000 to assist with clean-up and recovery costs so that farmers and producers can continue to focus on harvesting; 
dedicated small business recovery grants of up to $25 000 to help small businesses with repair costs to get them 
back on their feet; cultural and heritage asset clean-up and restoration grants to claim back costs in restoring heritage 
buildings and cultural sites that are important to the history of the region; and recovery and resilience grants of up 
to $20 000 to help insured home owners to build back better, including for roof tie-downs and cyclone shutters to 
mitigate the impact of future severe wind events. 
These grants are in addition to other support for the community, including temporary accommodation for those 
who need it, assistance for uninsured property owners to make their properties safe, and more than $12.4 million 
in commonwealth and state support and donations received through the Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund appeal. 
Information on how to apply for the grants is available at dfes.wa.gov.au/site/recoveryandresiliencegrants, and 
I encourage those who have been impacted to apply. 
I would also like to take this opportunity to assure farmers in the midwest, who are continuing their focus on harvest 
activities, that support and access to assistance packages will remain available for when they are ready to apply. 
Recovering from a natural disaster is an individual journey. Cyclone Seroja’s impact spanned 16 local government 
areas, from urban through to remote communities, and we will be there every step as the midwest builds back stronger 
than ever.  
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